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Joy Kogawa Shares Wisdom and Opinion With RUC Community 


Renowned Canadian 
author and poet 
discusses writing, 

war, faith and doubt 


BY ROBYN KONYNDYK 


On 
world-renowned 
and poet Joy 
walking through the 
Redeemer academic building. 


Thursday, September 29, 
Canadian 
Kogawa 


halls of 


author 
was seen 


the 


Escorted by Hugh Cook, Kogawa 
had just under half-an-hour after her 
arrival at Redeemer to relax before 
having to do the first thing on her 
Redeemer itinerary: speak to Cook’s 
creative writing class. This was 
followed by a brief interview with The 
Crown, then a reading later on in the 
evening with time for requests and 
questions from the audience. It was 
a demanding schedule, but Kogawa 


was pleasant, accommodating, and 
interesting throughout 
She Cook’s 


class smiling ready 


arrived at English 


and to discuss 


writing—or whatever else _ the 


students were wondering about. Even 
after a full class period of discussion, 
she was willing to answer a few more 
questions in a brief interview with 
me, pose for a couple pictures, and 


sign a few books. The reading at 7 
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30 pm, which had been widely 
advertised, was well attended 
and gave Kogawa another chance 
to discuss her writing, as well as 
her beliefs. Joy Kogawa has a 
lot to say—whether the topic is 
writing, war, faith, or doubt— 
and those at Redeemer who had 
the chance to hear her were not 
disappointed. 

Those in Cook’s class learned 
that Kogawa leaves room for 
both spontaneity and direction 
“Tl don't 
really think about the writing 
beforehand; I just jump_ in,” 
Kogawa told the aspiring writers. 
That is however, 
that Kogawa’s fiction is written 
without any thought to what 
“about.” 


in the writing process: 


not to. Say, 


It was clear 
when Kogawa talked about her 
work that she believes fiction is 
about telling a particular story. 
Obasan, 


a story is 


Kogawa said, is based 
read while 
Muriel 


woman 


on actual letters she 
in Ottawa, written by 
Kitogawa, a Japanese 
who lived through World War 
Il. Kogawa felt the need to tell 
that story, but 


woman’s once 


that it couldn’t be about Muriel 

Kitog didn’t know 
her well enough to use her name.” So 
she changed Muriel’s name to Emily, 


rawa because “I 


and she took the story in a slightly 


Dr. Bartholomew Challenges Neo-Cal 


Comprehensive 
social vision of Neo- 
Calvinist tradition 
needs to be proudly 
proclaimed 


BY BRIAN VANDOOREN 


On 
Redeemer 


October 1, the 


auditorium 


Friday, 
became 
packed with people who officially 
welcomed Dr 


to the 


Craig Bartholomew 
Bartholomew 


faculty. 


was 


Dr. Craig Bartholomew receives 


congratulations following his inaguration. 


Front Foyer * Cotton candy, 


the H. Evan 
Runner Chair in Philosophy and as a 
Professor of Religion and Theology. 
The new chair in philosophy exists 
because of an anonymous donor to 
RUC, and it was created to honour 
the memory of the late philosopher 
H. Evan Runner. Many prestigious 
attended, including 
representatives from seminaries and 


appointed both as 


guests 


universities, as well as the son of the 
late Evan Runner himself. 

After a brief introduction, 
Bartholomew, a South African with 
British citizenship, took the stage for 
his inaugural address, which focused 


on the value of the Neo-Calvinist 
tradition and its necessity in modern 


life. 

Nie 0 
i Calvinism 
has its origins 
in the Dutch 
Calvinist 
tradition. The 
basis for Neo- 
Calvinism is a 
comprehensive 
worldview, 
giving people 
a framework 
by which to 
understand 
creation. All of 
life falls within 
this worldview 
distinguishing 
Neo-Calvinism 
from other 
traditions. 
God's covenant 
extends to all 
of creation, 
grounding 
us in God's 

faithfulness. 
What, then, 
is really the 
point of Neo- 
Calvinism? 
WHANS. Tt cdma the 
viable 


JOHN 


only 


City Kidz Day « Friday, 


sate 


the story had progressed to a Redeemer professor Hu 
certain point, Kogawa realized creative writing class be 


different directiq, 
Kogawa also yay opinion about 
critics. She is Mot \immune from 


receiving the blow of a bad review’ 


tradition, according to Bartholomew, 
who pointed ouf that we might also 
learn from Anabaptist and Roman 
Catholic traditions However, over 
the past centuffies, Neo-Calvinism 
has devoted @Onsiderable energy 
to developing @ public theology so 
that Christians understand 
their role in public life. Particularly 
in a western, post-Christian niche, 
it is important to understand that 
Christians should not avoid public 
life, but rather work to change it. 
Evangelical cireles, which are often 
known to be vigorous in spreading 
the gospel, aré just now beginning 
to develop a public theology after 
having inadequate  creational 
doctrine for many years. 

It has become fashionable in 
the so-called post-modern West 
to ridicule the Christian tradition. 
Bartholomew acknowledged _ that 
the Neo-Calvinist tradition does 
indeed have it Warts, as does every 
other tradition, However, a public 
theology is more necessary today 
than ever before. Christianity is 
spreading throughout the third- 
world, giving hope in the midst of 
poverty. Christians living in shacks 
need to be able to reconcile their 
poverty and hardship with a loving 
God. At the same time, we must 
be able to deal with a commercial 
culture that constantly tempts us to 
strive for the good life. 

Therefore, We must commit 
ourselves to our path. Those within 
the Neo-Calvinist tradition often 
seem jaded and bored by the theology 
and doctrine they have been taught. 
At the same time, those outside 
the tradition Know nothing about 
it. As we endeavour to spread the 
message, we should remember that 
this tradition and public theology 
are valuable resOurces; they should 
not be ignored, 

At the heart of his lecture, 
Bartholomew seemed to be 
describing the Value of a Christian 


may 


grams 


ook hosts author Joy Kogawa in the Redeemer auditorium. She spoke to his “YANN FAUL 
¢ giving a public reading of her fiction and poetry. 


«she claimed that one negative review . 
of Itsuka “knocked (her) out for 
twelve years.” Even now, Kogawa is 
re-writing the rewrite of that story, a 


education at RUC, Living in a post- 
Christian world is a challenging task. 
We must use all the resources we can 
gather to assist us. 

During the first week of class, 
every freshman hears that everyone 
has a worldview, We all have to 
decide what we believe, and why, 
and become reconciled to that which 
we are told to believe. This is the 
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project that began partly as a result 
of what other people said about it. 


SEE “CONFRONTING,” PAGE 6 


vinism at Inauguration Ceremony 


wonderful benefit of attending a 
school such as ours: we are taught 
to go beyond the facts, assignments, 
and tests that characterize every 
class, and to arm ourselves with 
knowledge for the outside world. 
This is the purpose of the freshly 
inaugurated H. Evan Runner 
Chair in philosophy: to equip us as 
students for life after Redeemer. ¢ ? 


Thresh Opens Its Doors 


Underground 
student group 
comes to forefront 


BY BONNIE SUTHERLAND 
There is another Redeemer 
tradition forming in the dark 


recesses of the school. For the past 
few years, a group called Thresh has 
been meeting to discuss the different 
ways that popular culture affects us. 
This group was once a rather closed 
entity, but now it is seeking to cover 
new ground and entice newcomers 
to enter the world of cultural 
interaction. 

The group is inconspicuously 
headed by Matt Pamplin, whose 
sharp wit and warm smile make all 
members feel comfortable speaking 
their minds. Although Pamplin 
appears to be the head honcho, it 
soon becomes clear that Thresh 
is a student-run organization. 
Pamplin’s main jobs are to exercise 
his resourcefulness and book rooms 
for meetings, as well as to find the 
right equipment (even if it means 
“stealing” from the Student Senate 
office-what a dedicated guy!). He 
also facilitates the planning of the 
student committee that comprises 
the core of Thresh. This core group 
conceives ideas and plans events 


October 8 * 11 a.m. 
Iraiiguie Garie(speed-eating €\more! 


for the benefit and enjoyment of the 
Redeemer community. One example 
s “Uncovered,” an event that has 
been hosted by Thresh for the last 
two years and features Redeemer 
musicians who play their own 
songs. The group hopes to continue 
with this tradition, as well as to add 
some new ones. 

Thresh’s first open meeting took 
place on Tuesday, September 28. A 
small but mighty group gathered 
in the Boardroom to eat and chat 
a little before things got underway. 
This meeting focused on music, 
and attendees were invited to bring 
a favourite songs to listen to and 
discuss. Group members listened to 
three songs and after each one talked 
about the lyrics, music, and general 
feeling of the piece. The first song, 
by an Australian band called Clann 
Zu, focused on the dark side of life 
and ended in a desperate cry for 
someone, anyone, to save him and 
take him from his misery. 

In contrast, the group listened to 
a song by the band Frou Frou titled 
“Let Go,” which is featured on the 
Garden State soundtrack. This song 
urged its listeners to let go and dive 
in. It is fairly vague as to what they 
should be diving into, but the general 
consensus was that the song asserted 
that being miserable is no way to live. 
Taking life by the proverbial jungle 


SEE “ALL INVITED,” PAGE 6 
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The Crown: What's in a 


Editorial 


BY JENNIFER WEENING 


Looking back in The Crown 
archives, I found an editorial from 
the paper's first year that addresses 
a provocative topic: the meaning of 
this newspaper's name, The Crown. 
Around the same time, I read a 
beautiful poem which spelled out 
the kingdom mission of our paper, 
as well as of every area of life. 
Please take a moment and reflect 
with me. 

Harry Zantingh, in his editorial, 
describes some of the reasoning 
behind the name: “Since our college 
is called Redeemer and Jesus Christ 
our Redeemer is our king, then 
why not The Crown?” He goes on 
to say that this regal name fitted in 
well with the name of Redeemer’s 
sports teams, the Royals, which is a 
connection that I’m sure not many 
of us have ever made before! 


Zantingh creates an image 
that has powerful 
implications for a 


newspaper that claims 
to be The Crown: “When 
we bow to a king, we do 
not bow to his crown but 
to the monarch himself. 
The crown is nothing 
more than an adornment 
and symbol to show the 
power and authority of 
the king. It serves as a 
witness to others about 
him. In the same way 
The Crown serves as a 
witness, a symbol of the 
power and authority of 
Jesus Christ.” 

It is challenging to 
think of our school 
paper as being a symbol 
of Christ's power, isn’t 
it? When most people 
think about newspapers, 
I imagine they think 
of unbiased coverage 
of news events, some 
opinion perhaps. Never, 
I'm sure, do they think 
of newspapers as having a resolute 


Christ over all areas of life. I myself 
am guilty of such thinking. As editor, 
I find it’s much easier to worry 
about covering events, balancing 
opinions, and chasing writers than 
it is to contemplate each article's 
broader focus on Christ. That is not 
to say that each issue should have 
an article dedicated to declaring 
Christ's power and authority; rather, 
with The Crown as the banner under 
which our paper exists, each and 
every article, whether news or 
opinion, sports or humour, should 
have the underlying purpose of 
bearing witness. 

My discovery of Zantingh’s 
editorial coincided with a study in 
one of my classes of the seventeenth- 
century poet Andrew Marvell, who 
wrote a poem called “The Coronet,” 
meaning a small crown. Reading 
this poem gave me an entirely new 
perspective on how to think about 
The Crown and all of our academic, 
social, or athletic endeavours in 
general. It is reproduced here in its 
entirety: 


When for the thorns with which I long, too long, 
With many a piercing wound, 
My Savior’s head have crowned, 
I seek with garlands to redress that wrong, 
Through every garden, every mead, 
1 gather flowers (my fruits are only flowers), 
Dismantling all the fragrant towers 
That once adorned my shepherdess’s head: 
And now, when I have summed up all my store, 
Thinking (so I myself deceive) 
So rich a chaplet thence to weave 
As never yet the King of Glory wore, 
Alas! I find the serpent old, 
That, twining in his speckled breast, 
About the flowers disguised does fold 
With wreaths of fame and interest. 
Ah, foolish man, that wouldst debase with them, 
And mortal glory, heaven's diadem! 
But thou who only couldst the serpent tame, 
Either his slippery knots at once untie, 
And disentangle all his winding snare, 
Or shatter too with him my curious frame, 
And let these wither, so that he may die, 
Though set with skill and chosen out with care; 
That they, while thou on both their spoils dost tread, 
May crown thy feet, that could not crown thy head, 


So much depth and beauty to 
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an oft-used image for poetry) in 
an attempt to make amends for the 


crown of thorns that Christ wore 
for him. He gathers flowers from 
every garden and meadow, and 


he even dismantles the garlands 
that he once wove for his lady, in 
order to put together the richest 
crown that Christ ever wore. He 
finds, however, upon weaving, this 
garland of flowers, that despite his 
most humble efforts, the serpent 
has maneuvered his way into the 
crown, and now hidden in among 
the flowers are the false motives 
of “fame and interest.” Marvell 
laments his foolish, futile attempts 
to improve upon Christ's crown, 
since Christ already wears the 
most glorious crown possible. So, 
rather than trying to disentangle 
the serpent from the crown, Marvell 
instead offers it to Christ to do with 
it what He wills. Though Christ 
would be able to separate the 
serpent from the crown, Marvell 
suggests that He shatter it on the 
ground and crush the serpent along 
with the crown, despite the 
work and care that was put 
into it. 

What a powerful way 
to think about the work 
that we do! To whose 
glory do we dedicate 
our academic work, our 
volunteer activities, our 
church attendance, our 
social endeavours, and our 
athletic accomplishments? 
Regardless of the motives 
we think we have for 
doing all these things, it 
is impossible to separate 
ourselves from the sins of 
pride and self-interest that 
intertwine themselves in 
eve g we do. 

So what are we to do? 
of our attempts to 
Christ in vain? I 


don’t that we need 
to be artened by this 
poem. the contrary, 
I think that we can be 


encouraged: Christ can take 
all of our efforts, regardless 
of the false motives that are tangled 


intention to bear witness and unpack! Marvell speaks of using up in them, and use them for His 


display proudly the Lordship of 


his words (garlands of flowers is 


glory. €? 


Reflections on Time 


Considering the 

passage of time 

from a Christian 
perspective 


BY JAKE BELDER 


Time. What is it? Where does 
it come from? And why can’t we 
control it? Why does it seemingly 
rule our lives? If we ask ourselves 
what compromises the essence 
of time, we will often look first 
to the scientific explanation of it. 
We know that one full rotation of 
the earth takes twenty-four hours 
and that one full orbit of the earth 
around the sun takes 365 “4 days. 
The sun _ rises 
in the morning, 
and it sets in the 


evening. The 
reason we call 
that kind of 


consistent activity 
“clockwork” is 


These moments, 
when we can 
just allow time 
to fade into the 


it. It changes with each passing 
moment. As we age time seems to 
go faster. The years fly by us like 
we're standing still, and we seem 
to flip the calendar far too often. 
But this is not always the case. It 
can depend on what we're doing. 
Why does it seem that when we 
are enjoying ourselves time passes 
so quickly, yet when we are bored 
or experience difficult times, it 
drags on? Why is it that when 
our pastor preaches an absolutely 
phenomenal sermon on Sunday 
that half-an-hour passes by like it’s 
a minute, but when he drones on 
with highly theological jargon that 
same half-an-hour feels more like 
half-a-week? These are questions 
that I have been thinking about for 
the past several days, but I have no 
clear answers for them. 


Think about 
how we let time 
rule our lives. 


Perhaps this is a 
little frightening, 
or perhaps 
you've realized it 
before and don’t 


simply because really care. As I 
it is. have mentioned 

The human DACKground, should Rive, mention 
body _ indicates be treasured. bi ol og ical 
time to us as functioning of our 


well. Our body 
naturally needs sleep, and so after 
being awake for a certain amount 
of time, we will tire. Once we go to 
sleep and have slept long enough, 
our body will naturally wake us 
up again. It’s all like a well-oiled 
machine. It’s the same with hunger. 
If we’ve gone too long without 
taking in any food, we will feel 
hungry. As we age, we know that 
time is passing. We can’t move as 
fast as we used to, and our hair 
turns gray. But we also become 
increasingly aware that our time on 
earth is quickly drawing to a close. 
An interesting aspect of time 
to look at is our perception of 


lives is controlled 
by time. However, it’s worth taking 
a look at our everyday activities 
and seeing how time controls it. 
Who doesn’t set an alarm clock in 
the morning to get up at a certain 
time? I think you'd be hard-pressed 
to find ten people who just let 
themselves wake up naturally these 
days, especially when we have to be 
at work or school at 8:00am. How 
many people don’t wear watches? 
If they didn’t, they‘d miss those 10: 
00am meetings and 12:30pm lunch 
appointments, or they'd miss the 
beginning of their favorite TV show 
that begins at 8:00pm. And then we 
have to make sure we're in bed by 


10:30pm so that we get our eight 
hours of sleep. 

I don’t deny the importance of 
scheduling, and I don’t necessarily 
think it’s a bad thing. It is just 
something to think about. Maybe 
thinking about it will give us more 
appreciation for the periods when 
we don’t pay attention to passing 
time. These moments when we 
can just allow time to fade into the 
background should be treasured. 
These are the times when we 
can sit down for coffee and talk 
with a good friend, not looking 
at our watch even once during 
the few hours we spend together. 
We can go for a long walk with 
our significant other and have no 
regard for how long we are out. We 
don’t think about the meetings we 
have go to, the appointments we 
have to make, or the exact amount 
of time we have left on earth. We 
just live, 

The Bible has a lot to teach us 
about time, and since God is the 
author of time, it would seem fitting 
that He has given us instructions on 
how to use it. David reminds us in 
Psalm 39:5 that time is so precious 
and that “each man’s life is but a 
breath.” And as James says in 4:14, 
“What is your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes.” Our time on earth 
is so limited that we are reminded 
to use it wisely. The Psalmist 
prays in Psalm 90:12, “Teach us 
to number our days aright.” And 
of course, the well-known chapter 
three of Ecclesiastes instructs us 
that there is a fitting time for every 
activity under heaven. We need not 
worry about time, as Jesus reminds 
us in the Sermon on the Mount in 
Matthew 6. Focus only on the here 
and now. 

Time will always be with us, 
until we pass from this life into 
glory, or until Christ makes His 
triumphant return. And as such, 
we must learn to live with it. @? 
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A Dangerous Kind of Politics 


Young Christians 
should seek spiritual 
growth by holding 
church leaders 
accountable 


BY NATALIE ARMSTRONG 


This past summer the majority 
of Redeemer students had the 
opportunity to experience the federal 
election, and they became victims of 
the classic Canadian political story: 
having the “privilege” of voting for 
the “lesser of the two evils.” Just as 
Canadians deal with the political 
system, Christians also deal with their 
own unique forms of government in 
their churches. 

I must clearly establish my point: 
I am sick and tired of egocentric, 
corrupt church politics. Please do 
not tune me out just yet, for I am in 
no way bashing the establishment of 
the church. As believers we are called 
to gather unto the name of Christ 
Jesus, and I am very pleased and 
privileged to be currently attending 
a church with devout leadership 
and a strong level of commitment 
and accountability. But I must air 
my frustrations towards a few types 
of people in leadership whom I have 
encountered in churches that I have 
previously attended. I would like to 
take this opportunity to emphasize 
the fact that I do not believe the 
following occurs in all churches, but 
I am sure that a number of regular 
church attendees can empathize with 
me. 

To start off, I'd like to take a look 
at the “I’m right so leave it alone” 
leader. These people have developed 
spiritual arrogance and are next 
to impossible to bring down off 
their high horses. Spiritual pride 
encompasses certain people, and 
this pride becomes like a force- 
field around them. This is not only 
disappointing to church members, 
but it can also cripple the church 
family and destroy any form of unity 
the church once held. 

The next type is the supporter or 
empathizer (who may be spiritually 
arrogant) of the spiritually arrogant. 
These individuals fully believe 
whatever their leaders say, and they 
will not bother to question any of it. 
Instead, they go along supporting 
every move that these leaders make. 


CORRECTIONS 


Please note the following corrections regarding the September 22 issue of The 
Crown: Dr. Mary Dyck was incorrectly referred to as Professor; Dr. Thea VanTil- 
Rusthoven’s name was misspelled; Chef Dave was reported to be single, while in 
fact he does have a girlfriend (sorry, ladies); and The Crown statement of purpose 

reported trying to avoid “purposeless discussion” while it should have said — 
“purposeless dissention,” The Crown regrets the errors. 


What happened to accountability? 

And then there are the “stand back, 
watch it happen, and do nothing” 
people. I do sympathize for a few of 
these people because it is sometimes 
too exhausting or pointless to try todo 
something. But all too often someone 
needs to stand up where others will 
not. There are rare situations when 
this is difficult, but standing up for 
what is right is usually hard anyway. 
So, take a stance! 

As a teen within a leadership role 
in a good-sized youth group, I saw 
my share of church politics at work. 
Support always went to the “I am 
right” people, and I watched as some 
adults and youth left the church, 
scarred by the ridiculous matters that 
should not have been issues. Support 
never went to those who tried to 
bring peace (which is such a shame, 
for “blessed are the peacemakers”), 
and many sat back with their hands 
tied by many issues. I even watched 
as one young teen literally ran out 
of the church building due to the 
“spiritual arrogance” of a couple 
of church leaders. And we wonder 
why the world tends to shun 
Christianity? 

I would never ask anyone to rock 
the boat without just cause. We all 
need to pick our battles, and we 
should not set out to try to prove 
anything to anyone. As Christians 
we need to discern when to act, if 
we truly believe in our hearts that 
something is wrong, and we need 
to understand that this fallacy is not 
in line with Scripture. We also need 
to learn how to speak to the right 
people and take the right steps, or 
else we could very well be in danger 
of sounding arrogant about the 
matter ourselves. 

Church politics is a serious 
business with serious ramifications. 
We all need to earnestly seek the 
will of God in matters of the church. 
Not only should we be concerned 
with such issues, but we should also 
seek to have our voices heard by 
joining business meetings or taking 
on positions of leadership so that we 
can be involved in decision-making 
processes. 

Even through the scars that some 
church leaders may have inflicted 
on some or many of us throughout 
our lives, we need to learn that 
church government and politics can 
only be deemed “good” or “right” if 
they actually are “good” or “right.” 
Why stand back and do nothing 
when you know that an injustice is 
occurring? € 
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Can We Fit God Into Our 168-Hour Week? 


So many activities 
compete for our 
time, yet God 
should come first 


BY CAROLINE BULK 


I’m sure you have heard the 
homework “guideline” from at least 
one of your professors by now: 
you're expected to spend three hours 
of studying outside of class for every 
one hour that you spend in class. 
With the exception of those who 
may be categorized as the ambitious 
science or choir type, students 
spend 15 hours in class per week; 
therefore, the amount of reading and 
assignments given for the week in 
each class is expected to fill 45 hours 
of a student's time outside of class. 

Spending 60 hours per week 
studying is not unreasonable. We are, 
after all, university students, paying 
to learn whatever we’re taught, with 
the hope that one day we will be paid 
more. But what happens when you 
add up the time spent in the other 
areas of life that are just as important 
as studying? You'll soon discover 
that you need more time than a single 
week can provide. 

First, let’s remove Sunday from the 
168 hours available in a week. You 


know the verses (from Exodus 20:8- 
10): “Remember the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy...On it you shall not 
do any work, neither you, nor your 
son or daughter, nor your manservant 
or maidservant...(nor your professor 
or student).” Whether or not we study 
on Sunday is not the issue; the fact is 
that we can legitimately “remove” 
Sunday from the workweek. 

So, without Sunday, there are 144 
available hours, 60 of which have 
already been taken up by studying in 
and out of the classroom. That leaves 
84 hours—to socialize and have fun? 
That sounds fantastic! But wait: we 
remember from our PED 100 class 
that we should have eight hours of 
sleep per night (or 48 hours for the 
work week), eat three healthy meals 
every day (12 hours for preparation 
and ingestion), and participate in 
at least a half-an-hour of physical 
activity per day (another three hours 
gone). And let’s not forget time for 
personal hygienic care (a half-an- 
hour per day may be enough— 
though I think I’m cutting it short for 
the girls). Suddenly there are only 18 
hours left! 

Now we've met our intellectual 
and physical needs, but what 
about our social ones? We have a 
responsibility to those in the world 
around us who are struggling to 
find their way. So we might decide 
to take a few hours out of our week 
to help out with Kids Club, the 


Living Rock, or the Prayer Team. 
Or we might decide to help out by 
teaching the catechism, or tutoring 
(the opportunities both inside and 
outside of Redeemer are endless). 

Friendships are another social 
aspect that requires time. Friends are 
a gift from God, and we are expected 
to maintain the friendships we have: 
“Do not aie friend and the 
friend of your father...” (Proverbs 27: 
10). Two hours every day isn’t nearly 
enough to make, develop, and keep 
friendships; but we're running out of 
time at this point 

There are two hours left, and what 
have we ignored until this point? 
God. An hour spent at Chapel, and 
another spent in dorm devotions, 
and the week is done. Aside from 
these activities and attending church 
(maybe even twice) on Sunday, the 
time to meet our Spiritual needs just 
doesn’t seem to be available. 

God wants each of us to have 
an undivided heart. This does not 
mean that He wants us to ignore all 
but the spiritual facet of our lives; it 
means He wants us to put Him first. 
When we set aside time for God at 
the beginning of the week instead of 
giving Him our leftover minutes, we 
show Him that He is most important 
to us and that He is above good 
grades, a tidy room, and trips to Tim 
Hortons. 

So how, then, can we rearrange 
a week that leaves barely enough 


time to eat, sleep, and shower, let 
alone spend time in devotions? 
Place the devotions first! Set aside 
a time to have a daily “date” with 
God. Choose a time block that will 
always be available: first thing in 
the morning, right after dinner, or 
somewhere in the hour between REL 
101 and PED 100, for example. With 
this foundation, the rest of the week 
will fall into place. 

Recognize the “tricks” to meeting 
the rest of your intellectual, physical, 
and social needs. For example, 
realize that you probably won't need 
to use all of the suggested hours for 
homework outside of class, Using 
less time does not necessarily mean 
that you are slacking; perhaps it 
suggests that you are very efficient. 
If you don’t have enough time to 
serve up a three-course dinner, keep 
in mind that the four food groups 
can all be found in pizza. 

Even more convenient (especially 
for those who live in the third 
parking lot), walking back and 
forth from your dorm to the 
academic building three times per 
day achieves your daily half-hour 
of physical activity. Activities that 
combine mental, physical, social, 
and spiritual exertion are even better 
timesavers: reading parties, which, 
ironically, involve more talking 
than reading; pick-up sports, which 
combine physical activity (though 
not necessarily athletic ability) and 


friendship bonding opportunities; 
and volunteering, which involves 
social interaction, but challenges 
you mentally and spiritually as well. 
Some people can even adjust to less 
than eight hours of sleep per night. 

I won't deny that university life 
is busy, and there is nothing wrong 
with being busy. It’s just important 
to remember to keep an undivided 
heart through it all. If we’re going to 
be busy, God wants us to be busy for 
Him, not for ourselves. Friendships, 
volunteer efforts, personal health, 
and education are necessary and 
even encouraged by God. But if these 
good things take away from time 
spent with Him, or if they occupy 
us to the point where we can't 
concentrate when we do spend time 
with Him, these good things divide 
our hearts and become bad things. 

God calls us to organize our lives 
and prioritize our time in a way that 
puts Him first. If this means having 
to miss a workout or having to decide 
not to finish your history readings, 
that’s okay. God will use the out-of- 
shape, and He can even find a task 
for those who know nothing about 
the French Revolution. 

“Teach me your way, O LORD, 
and I will walk in Your truth; give 
me an undivided heart, that I may 
fear Your name.” Make this a daily 
prayer, and He will give you enough 
hours every week to do everything 
He wants you to do. € ® 


Reformers Called to Cultural Engagement—and Personal Piety? 


Believe it or 
not, lukewarm 
Christianity is 

alien to Reformed 
theology 


BY ROB JOUSTRA 


It hardly seems that a day has 
passed since I first stepped onto 
Redeemer’s campus years ago. The 
decision to come to Redeemer had 
finally been made, yet the process 
that led to my arrival had been 
a long and arduous one indeed. 
Many of my friends from high 
school wanted nothing to do with 
Redeemer and fled far from anything 
that smacked of a _ Reformed 
university. I wish I could say that I 
was courageous enough to grapple 
with the reasoning behind their 
fleeing, but more honestly I ignored 
the underlying questions and settled 
into the comfortable lifestyle that 
many students seem to eventually 
embrace at Redeemer. But one 
question persisted: how could my 
friends fear a Reformed university 
more than the ruminations of 
atheistic professors and taunting 
secularists? 

In his book The Devil’s Door, John 
Bevere identifies the great fear that 
generated this extreme response 
from my high school friends: 
lukewarm Christianity. Having 
lived and grown up in what we 
considered to be stagnant Reformed 
communities, we feared, above all, 
coalescing into these groups and 
becoming good docile Reformers, 
compromising what we held dear. 

By turning away from Redeemer 
and, in some cases, the Reformed 
tradition in general, we were 
asserting that there was something 


inherent in Reformed thinking that 
smacked of hypocrisy and dualism. 
A Tyndale friend once asked me, 
“Reformed eh?” “Yep,” I replied. 
To which he responded, “Drink, 
smoke and swear?” We at Redeemer 
have some hard questions to answer 
in this regard. Indeed, is there 
something inherent in the structure 
of Reformed theology which de- 
emphasizes personal piety? 

The culprit most often pointed 
to within Reformed theology is a 
peculiar branch of thought called 
neo-Calvinism. Neo-Calvinism 
is an offshoot of the Calvinist 
tradition and, far from a competing 
framework, complements much 
of the thinking of the Calvinist 
tradition. In this regard, neo- 
Calvinism is kind of like Calvinism, 
only a bit more recently developed 
(hence the prefix neo). It is less of 
a theological construct and has 
more of an ethic of engaging and 
understanding culture and society. 

Neo-Calvinism recognizes that 
Christ's death and _ resurrection 
are sufficient not only for the 
redemption of humanity, but also 
for the redemption of the world. 
Therefore structures, institutions, 
and disciplines properly stand 
within Christ’s redemptive sphere. 
In response to this revelation, 
neo-Calvinists have been front- 
runners in the engagement of culture 
in a variety of spheres. Yet, as my 
friends would beg to ask, what does 
this engagement mean apart from 
personal piety? 

The answer: 
Engaging culture, redeeming 
institutions, and sounding the 
neo-Calvinist trumpet blast are 
inauthentic and fruitless if the 
initial impulse and _ continuing 
foundation of it is not a deeply 
personal and powerful relationship 
with Christ. Engaging culture is not 
only irrelevant if it is not founded 


almost nothing. 


in Christ’s lordship, but it is also 
downright dangerous. To pen it a 
more Kuyperian way: surely my 
proclamation of *Christ’s lordship 
over every square inch of creation 
“out there” is impotent if he is not 


“sy 


master of every square inch “in 
e are nonetheless 
crisis of 

neo-Calvinists, 
ed youth. From 
s have come if it 
the structure of 
neo-Calvinism elf? How is that 
We can turn ovt brilliant’ students 
who defend Abraham Kuyper and 
John Calvin with fire and vigour, but 
whose private moral and spiritual 
lives smell of decay and stagnation? 

The answer lies in our following 
the call of neo-Calvinism without 
its proper foundation. One does 
not merely pop in the latest R-rated 
flick and, secure in the knowledge 
that culture must be engaged, 
proceed to “discern,” The call of 
neo-Calvinism is less flippant, more 
prayerful, and comes from a deeply 
serious personal piety that forms the 
foundation of cul engagement. 
Having said this, although we 
confess that all of creation has been 
made good and that every 
square inch of it must be 
redeemed, we a 
that some Chri 
better with som 
inches than others, Sin has 
temporal consequences. A 
young man who knows what 
it means to struggle with 
alcoholism doesn’t nip off to 
the pub for a pint under the 
guise of engaging culture and 
declaring no thi clean. 
The engagement culture 
has a pertinent, personal (as 
well as contextual) dimension 
where “all t ings are 
permissible, but not all things 


witnessing a Massive 
piety 
especially Ref 
whence could 
is not inheren 


square 


are beneficial” (1 Corinthians 10:23). 
It is therefore obvious that the neo- 
Calvinist call is no mild-mannered 
child. The writer of Hebrews 
offers something pertinent to this 
discussion in his fifth chapter: “In 
fact, though by this time you ought 
to be teachers, you need someone to 
teach you the elementary truths of 
God’s word all over again. You need 
milk, not solid food! Anyone who 
lives on milk, being still an infant, 
is not acquainted with the teaching 
about righteousness. But solid food 
is for the mature, who by constant 
use have trained themselves to 
distinguish good from evil.” 

The Hebrew writer continues, 
“Therefore let us leave the 
elementary teachings about Christ 
and go on to maturity, not laying 
again the foundation of repentance 
from acts that lead to death, and 
of faith in God, instruction about 
baptisms, the laying on of hands, the 
resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgement. And God permitting, we 
will do so.” (Hebrews 5:12-6:3) 

Proper neo-Calvinism is the 
humble, frequently repenting effort 
to engage all spheres for the glory 
of God. Yet proper neo-Calvinism 
generates, and in turn is generated 


by, the most authentic piety of all. I 
once heard a grad student, who was 
studying Reformed theology, say 
that “the best thing is that Reformed 
theology lends itself to a very this- 
worldly sort of piety. Because all of 
creation and all of life is viewed as 
having religious dimensions and 
implications. We aren’t just living 
for the sweet by and by, walking 
six inches off the ground”. Life is 
religion, Runner would say, and few 
movements have articulated this 
integral truth of the Christian faith 
as well as neo-Calvinism. 

C.S. Lewis writes that “there is 
no neutral ground in the universe; 
every square inch, every split second 
is claimed by God and counter- 
claimed by Satan.” Far from having 
been given theological impetus 
to embrace culture with reckless 
abandon, ours task is an arduous one 
indeed. Lewis alludes to the idea of 
war in the world, and that is exactly 
our place. This new generation of 
neo-Calvinists must shrug off its 
naivety and intellectual pride and 
heed the warning of my high school 
friends who fled its ranks. The call to 
authentic faithfulness has never been 
a simple one, but we dare not ignore 
such an awesome burden. « 
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Professor Plantinga Probes Reformational History at Colloquium 


Solitary kooks 
are not only ones 
responsible for 
dissolution of Evan 
Runner’s Movement 


BY RICHARD GREYDANUS 
On Tuesday, September 
Professor Theodore  Plantinga 
presented to Redeemer students, 
professors, as well as other interested 
persons, his understanding of what 
has happened to the Reformational 
Movement started by Evan Runner. 

The assertion that the 
Reformational tradition has a history 
caught me off-guard. I am brought 
back to Plato’s doctrines of the 
forms—something most of us learned 
about in Phl 121, Int 121, His 103, His 
323, and so on—when I reflect upon 
my own education in the tradition. 
Being a Redeemer student, I once 
had the distinct impression that | 
had been presented the only timeless 
Reformational perspective—that is, 
the only perspective that has ever 
existed. 

Arriving at the realization that 
Reformational thinking has no 
ahistorical Platonic essence is a slow 
and arduous process. It looks a bit 
like a frog placed in a pot of water 
that is slowly being brought to a boil. 
Coming to one’s senses in order to 
realize that the intellectual world is 
changing is a startling experience — 
if one is lucky enough to come to 
one’s senses at all. There is always 
the possibility of slowly boiling to 
death, which in the realm of academia 
might be construed as intellectual 
suffocation due to the inability to 
critically engage one’s own self. 

Thankfully, Plantinga didn’t fall 
prey to my naive lack of historical 
sensitivity. His presentation examined 
the different directions Runner's 


21, 


students (former Groen Club 
members) had taken the Neo-Calvinist 
ideas that Runner had passed on to 
them. In the oral preface, Plantinga 
apologized to the students in his 
audience for referring periodically to 
events to which he could not provide 
background information due to the 
lack of time. However, it was obvious 
that many of the older people in the 
audience were “in the know.” I had to 
settle with picking up hints of a much 
larger story. 

According to  Plantinga, the 
Reformational Movement lost its fire 
in the ‘70s when, as it is commonly 
believed, a group of kooks at the 
Institute for Christian Studies 
(ICS) in Toronto adopted the Neo- 
Calvinist tradition and used it to 
propose more and more radicals 
ideas. One professor proposed that 
all Reformational thinkers in North 
America should do what Anabaptist 
groups are best known for: removing 
themselves entirely from the world. 
Becoming a secluded Reformational 
colony in Northern Ontario was 
tabled as a serious course of action 
that could be taken. 

Stepping completely out of 
society is a surprising development 
in a tradition that prides itself in 
being culturally engaged. Indeed, 
the adoption of increasingly liberal 
social ideas appears  counter- 
intuitive for thinkers schooled in the 
thinking of Herman Dooyeweerd, 
who is typically interpreted to be a 
social conservative. As the Christian 
historian C.T. McIntyre has pointed 
out, he strongly identified the shape 
of the Dutch society in which he 
lived with the way God presumably 
intended societies to be organized. 

But, Plantinga maintained, the 
regretful dissolution of Runner's 
Reformational movement should 
not be blamed exclusively on radical 
thinkers from the ICS. Dooyeweerd’s 
own writings contain the potential 
for more radical interpretations. 
Plantinga also pointed to the uneasy 
relationship between two different 


strains of Reformed thought to 
further illus the potential in 
Dooyeweerd’s work for radical 
interpretation. Neo-Calvinism has 
had difficulties coexisting with the 
tradition of redemptive-historical 
preaching. Those who _ were 
persuaded by ‘the Reformational 
Movement started by Evan Runner 
sometimes had difficulty finding a 
place for the ch in their vision of 
reforming the world. 

An editorial by one of Runner's 
students had this to say: “The church 
as we know it is for all intents and 
purposes excess baggage...” Runner, 
perhaps, had been too successful at 
passing on the Neo-Calvinist vision 
of the reformation of society. At 
times, Runner’s Groen Club behaved 
almost like a clique, as often is the 
case when groups are very excited 
about something that other people 
just “don’t get.” 

Plantinga drew the discussion 
to a close and opened the floor for 
questions. Clarification on several 
points was asked for, but no one who 
had been listening challenged his 
thesis. 

While my knowledge of academic 
discussion between the professors 
here at Redeemer is limited, I get the 
impression that Professor Plantinga is 
one who likes to rock the academic 
boat. Remember: he introduced 
his subject by stating that he was 
challenging a view that is commonly 
held. 

Plantinga stood there and repeated 
his claim more tersely. It was not 
as though a group of radical leftist 
thinkers from Toronto was entirely 
responsible for the dissolution of the 
Reformational Movement, which he 
claimed was the general conclusion 
that had been drawn here at 
Redeemer. No, Dooyeweerd himself 
left ambiguities in his text that 
left the door open for increasingly 
kooky ideas tobe tossed around by 


supposedly Reformational thinkers, 
as happened in. th 


70s. 
Craig Bartholomew ~— offered 


Dooyeweerd’s Philosophy Harvested 
for Political Insight 


New Zealander 
Dr. Alan Cameron 
“brings Athens to 

bear on Rome” 


BY PIETER HARSEVOORT 
On September 27, 2004, the 
Dooyeweerd Centre at Redeemer 


hosted a lecture by Dr. Alan Cameron, 
professor of Law at the University of 
Wellington in New Zealand. 

Cameron, who spent some 
years here at Redeemer when the 
Dooyeweerd Centre first opened, 
returned to these hallowed halls to 
“bring Athens to bear on Rome” with 
his paper The Encyclopedia of the Science 
of Law: A Provisional Assessment of the 
Legal Philosophy of Herman Dooyeweerd. 
In attendance were various faculty 
members, a handful of students, and 
some visitors from the Institute for 
Christian Studies and beyond. 

After introducing his paper, 
Cameron spent some time outlining 
the insights of Herman Dooyeweerd’s 
Reformational philosophy. Likely 
the most important achievement 
of Dooyeweerd is his Philosophy 
of the Cosmonomic Idea. It might 
be described, in Redeemer circles 


perhaps, as a divine universal 
normativity. Cameron revealed 
that Dooyeweerd arrived at his 


theory of the Cosmonomic Idea 
after struggling with problems and 
tensions surrounding such matters 
as the relationship between legal facts 
and norms. 

The implication of Dooyeweerd’s 
insight on this matter necessitates 
a new look at what we think of as 
law. Dooyeweerd assigns law to 
the legal aspect, which is related to 
universal law. The example Cameron 
used was that of a rock. The rock has 
many characteristics and aspects. To 
a scientist, it is primarily a physical 
object with a certain volume and 
weight. To an economist, the rock 
may be assigned a certain economic 
worth. But the rock, perhaps because 


of its economic worth, also has 
some legal value. The point 
is that the rock, which has a 
legal aspect, is not just legal 
but can also be investigated 
to determine its economic 
worth or physical properties. 
To generalize, law plays a part 
in all things and all things 
play a part in law. In this way, 
Dooyeweerd frees us to look 
at laws apart from the court 
system or the state. 

After he mentioned how 
radical a break Dooyeweerd 
made from the legal tradition, 
Cameron went on_ to 
demonstrate this by comparing 
him with the liberalist jurist 
Neil MacCormick. MacCormick 
distinguishes between four 
quadrants of jurisprudence. The first 
is “raw law,” the collection of chaotic, 
unorganized legal facts. The second 
is “doctrinal law,” which attempts 
to organize and systematize raw 
law by means of interrelated norms. 
Doctrinal law, never rationally 
objective, is informed by the next 
quadrant, “fundamental values and 
principles” (such as ideal justice). 
The last quadrant is “law in social 
science,” which is law in social 
context. A problem MacCormick runs 
into, according to Cameron, is that 
his quadrant of fundamental values 
and principles lacks a firm footing. 

Dooyeweerd, who may be thought 
to be too hip to be square like 
MacCormick, instead conceptualizes 
his legal philosophy in terms of 
four concentric circles. At the heart 
of Dooyeweerd’s legal thought, and 
his philosophy as a whole, is found 
a “religious commitment” _ that 
informs concepts and ideas. This 
religious heart is a foundation for 
theories and concepts, which in this 
case are legal science or doctrine, It 
also affects the practice of law, as 
well as our experience of it. In this 
conceptualization, Dooyeweerd 
reveals something that should be 
obvious: when we operate with 
law, as with any other thing, we 
operate with certain concepts and 
presuppositions firmly in place. 


Dr. Alan Cameron, one of 
the founding fathers of Redeemer’s 
Dooyeweerd centre. 


JOHN WHANG 


Anything else would be impossible. 
The problem MacCormick has is 
explaining the origin 
of the concepts and 
values that play a part 
in his legal framework. 
Thus, secular b> 
may appeal to the idea 
of justice when making 
a decision, yet would 
be unable to provide a 
defense of their concept 
of justice, which 
flows from a religious 
commitment to liberal 
ideology, for example. 
After presenting 
his paper, Cameron 
had a seat while Dr. 
Jonathan Chaplin, 
professor of political 
theory at ICS, made a 
few points in response 
and highlighted a few 
of Cameron’s remarks 
that he appreciated. 
A question _ period 
followed during 
which, among other 
things, the practicality 
of Dooyeweerd’s 
philosophy 
was demonstrated 
through an example, 
and Dooyeweerd’s 
relationship with 
natural law theory was 
discussed. € ? 


criticism of Plantinga’s interpretation 
of Dooyeweerd. Still, to my 
knowledge, no one _ directly 
challenged his thesis. Sitting there, | 
recalled the trying of Stephen before 
the Sanhedrin in Acts and imagined 
Plantinga standing there before us in 
Stephen's sandals. 

I admonished myself: Plantinga 
wasn't presenting the gospel; he was 
only challenging a few commonly 
held beliefs about thus and such, Even 
by making the comparison, I had 
blown things way out of proportion. 
After all, this wasn’t a salvific matter. 
But a startling thought came to me: 
perhaps I was one of the ones who, as 
Plantinga put it, “didn’t get it.” 

I am unable to report on whether 
Plantinga succeeded at ruffling 
any feathers. | am not sure if that 
would have even been appropriate. 


BY JAKE BELDER AND 
AARON VERHOEF 


UNITED STATES 

On Thursday, September 30, the 
first presidential debate for this 
November's upcoming election was 
televised. The 90-minute debate 
focused mostly on issues in Iraq, as 
well as on the war on terror. Those 
who attempted to tabulate results 
on the debate seemed to agree 
that there was no clear winner 
and that each opponent had stood 
his ground well. Polls are likely to 
remain fairly static once they absorb 
the impact of the debates. The next 
presidential debate is scheduled for 
October 8 at Washington University 
in St. Louis. 

After becoming the first private 
organization to get a spaceship to 
exit the earth’s atmosphere, the 
makers of Space Ship One plan on 
making a second voyage on October 
4, the anniversary of the launch of 
Sputnik in 1957. Under the rules of 
the Ansari X-Prize, the contender 
must pass the same 100km mark 
twice in the same week in order to 
clinch the prize of $10million (all 
figures in US dollars). 


SUDAN 

Unrest continues in war-torn 
Sudan. The country has deployed 
3,500 of its extra African troops 
to be stationed in Darfur, Under 
the banner of the African Union, 
Nigeria and Rwanda also have 
troops in the region. However, 
the government of Sudan is not 
cooperating with the African 
Union’s attempt to secure peace in 
the region. 50,000 people have been 
killed due to the conflict, and over 
1.5 million have fled their homes. 


RUSSIA 
Since the United States backed 
out of the Kyoto Accord three 
years ago, those in favour of the 
treaty have been waiting on Russia 
to ratify the agreement to make 


WORLD NEWS FLASH 


Plantinga’s own conclusions about the 
state of Evan Runner’s legacy, despite 
the sorry state of the Reformational 
Movement after 1970s, seemed to 
be a more polite way to conclude— 
possibly even inspiring for those 
interested in things Neo-Calvinist. 
Runner died believing his efforts to 
inspire a generation had largely failed. 
But Plantinga presented a much 
brighter picture: Neo-Calvinism is 
making headway into wider circles of 
academic discourse. Evangelicals with 
an appreciation for Neo-Calvinism 
are growing in number. And as 
readers of this particular student 
publication, we should not forget 
that Runner’s students were among 
those who helped to get the vision 
off the ground that today has become 
Redeemer University College. ¢ 


it a binding international law. 
President Vladimir Putin put his 
stamp of approval on it, and now 
it must pass through the Russian 
parliament, where it is expected to 
be ratified. 


ISRAEL 

The Israeli security cabinet has 
approved a plan for military action 
in Gaza. Gaza is a stronghold of 
Hamas that Israel hopes to gain 
control over. Israel has moved 
more tanks into the region in 
an intensified battle against 
Palestinian militants who have 
been attacking Israeli border 
towns. Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
has dubbed this mission “Days of 
Penitence.” Palestinian authorities 
have called on the United Nations 
to stop Israeli attacks and their use 
of “disproportionate force.” 


IRAQ 
Violence continues to rage in 
the battle-torn country of Iraq, and 
the Iraqi and American death tolls 
continue to rise at alarming rates. 
Several car bombs exploded in 
Samarra late last week as American 
soldiers handed out candy to Iraqi 
children. The coordinated assault 
of car bombs left more than 40 
civilians dead, the majority of 

whom were children. 


SAUDI ARABIA 

Oil prices hit a record high this 
past week, the highest closing price 
being $50.47 per barrel. Advisors to 
the Saudi royal family stated that 
prices were definitely too high, and 
they warned that a global recession 
might strike if prices do not drop. 
Saudi oil producers promised to 
raise production by 1.5 million to 
a total of 11 million barrels per 
day. Saudi officials said the ideal 
price is $22-28 per barrel. Over 
the past year, oil prices have risen 
nearly 75 percent, primarily due to 
the instability of the oil producing 
regions of Nigeria, as well as 
China’s_ significantly increased 
consumption of oil. ¢« 9 
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Our calling is to 
be economically, 
environmentally, 
and relationally 
responsible 


BY JAKOB VAN DORP 


My father has reflected that, in 
five hundred years of family history, 
our ancestors moved a grand total of 
less than one mile. In the last century, 
however, our relatives have scattered 
over the globe, from Indonesia to 
Europe and all across North America. 
Our story is not unlike many of the 
people here at Redeemer; but the 
ever-shrinking global marketplace 
and our ability to cover thousands 
of kilometers in a day, much less 
a generation, carry some serious 
implications for our behaviour as 
consumers. 

Economics is the science of 
scarcity —the study of the allocation of 
finite resources. At the producer level 
it deals with how capital will be spent 
to produce goods; in marketing, what 
price can be charged that the market 
will bear; and, for the consumer, 
which combinations of goods are 
possible on a finite budget. Economics 
is often placed on a pedestal in our 
society, thanks largely to the influence 
of Adam Smith's concept of the free 
market or capitalistic economy. This 
concept proposes that the market will 
have a say in consumer behaviour, 
and free enterprise will respond to 
create products that meet needs and 
desires. Products that are undesirable 
or have been priced too high are 
unsuccessful. 

Sucha vision of economicbehaviour 
makes for a very efficient system, 
and here we arrive at a dilemma. 
Concerned with environmental 

‘issues, one would argue ‘that a 
system that is highly efficient uses 
the least amount of resources per 
unit produced, especially in the very 
expensive area of human capital. 
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Shrinking Global Market Demands Bold Christ-Like Sensitivity 


Another concern, however, regards 
the fulfilling character of work. There 
is a fixation in society with seeking 
jobs or careers, but it is rare to hear of 
someone seeking a vocation (except, 
perhaps, at a university). 

A job, by its very definition, says 
Cal DeWitt, implies that it is merely 
part of something larger. Much of 
our employment sector is based on 
the Ford model of assembly-line 


production, giving oh 6 at 


before they are obsolete. 

For the majority of those who do 
not live on a farm, there is a huge 
break in understanding as to where 
food comes from, There is a general 


understanding that beef comes from 
cows, pork from pigs, and venison 
from chickens, ‘but the average 


person has almost no idea of the 
of corn, barrels 
et—involved in 
, much less where it 


points along comes from 
the line like (beyond the 
cogs in a supermarket). 
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skills of craftsmanship and holistic 
thinking. In architecture, minimalistic 
modern structures, committed to the 
ideal of form following functionality, 
have been torn down, too sterile and 
bland to even house the fullness of 
human life. Again, the dilemma rears 
its ugly head: if we all had solid-core 
hardwood furniture, rather than 
veneer-coated melamine, would we 
have any trees left? 

The largest problem is a lack of 
connection to production. It is very 
hard to see the value in something 
we have not sweated for, spent time 
designing, or poured hours into. The 
possessions I treasure most are those 
that connect me to the producer—a 
tradesman or craftsman, sometimes 
even myself. While connections to 
worldly goods are not something we 
Calvinists like to promote, we must 
deal with how we consume goods, 
since everything can be easily and 
inexpensively replaced. Thinking 
of clothes, how poorly 'do we treat 
them when we can get a new shirt for 
under $10? How about electronics? 
We hardly expect computers to be 
useful for more than a few years 


expended by transporting the said 
molecule for such a distance far 
outweigh the number of calories in 
one molecule. 

In terms of our clothing, cotton 
fibres are often grown in the southern 
USA, then picked and shipped for 
processing, whereby the threads 
are woven into fabric, dyed, and 
stamped as necessary. If that process 
is fortunate enough to take place 
in North America, the cut material 
is often sent offshore for assembly, 
then repackaged,sent back, and then 
sent off to the stores. Such a system 
is by its very nature dependent on 
cheap energy such as foreign oil. In 
light of the threat of a reduced fuel 
supply, the prices of goods, as well 
as the — costs of trucking 
almost every we purchase, will 
soar. And with enough cost increases, 
prices become inflated. 

Largely reliant on foreign oil 
sources, our sy: is itself based on 
what is arguably" major economic 
error. From basic’ principles of 
management or cOmmon sense, we 
know that it is wisest to invest capital 
where a return a be gained, and 


Are Christians Hate Propagandists? 


Bill C-250 raises 
concern about 
Christians’ freedom 
of speech 


BY TRACY VOORBERG 


What is hate propaganda? Most 
Canadians would respond by 
saying that it is the proliferation of 
hatred towards a minority group, 
based upon religion, ethnicity, age 
or disability. Through Bill C-250, 
however, the Canadian Criminal 
Code’s definition of hate propaganda 
has been expanded to include 
material and commentary directed 
towards people because of their 
sexual orientation. 

There has been vigorous debate 
about what this legislation would 
mean for Christians, as well as those 
of other faiths, who express the 
opinion that homosexual behaviour 
is contrary to God’s will. Will the 
Bible be considered hate literature? 
Will pastors be forced to censor their 
sermons? Will Christians be arrested 
for speaking against homosexuality 
in public? 

To alleviate some of these concerns, 
section 319, subsection 3 (b), of the 
Criminal Code was changed to 
exempt from prosecution people 
who oppose homosexuality: “if, in 
good faith, the person expressed or 
attempted to establish by an argument 
an opinion on a religious subject or 
an opinion based on a belief in a 
religious text.” This change allowed 
the legislation to pass and receive 
royal assent on April 29", 2004. In 
addition, subsection 6 of section 319 
declares that “no proceeding for an 
offence under subsection (2) shall 
be instituted without the consent of 
the Attorney-General.” Given that 
a federal prosecution of a Christian 
for expressing an opposing belief 
would likely be vastly unpopular 
at this time, this seems to be a valid 
safeguard. 

In addition to the federal hate 


legislation, however, each provincial 
government has a human rights 
commission with its own code. The 
rules of each code regarding sexual 
orientation are much stricter than 
most, to the extent that even making a 
homophobic joke may subject one to 
prosecution. In 1997, long before Bill 
C-250 was enacted, the Saskatchewan 
Human Rights Commission fined a 
Christian named Hugh Owens for 
taking outanewspaper advertisement 
containing four Bible passages 
condemning homosexuality. There 
appears to be more cause for concern 


liberal leanings of the Canadian 
courts, the American judicial system 
seems to be going in an opposing, 
more conservative direction. Recently, 
the Christian group Focus on the 
Family won a lawsuit against the 
Pinellas at oe Authority 
for censoring the advertisements 
of Love Won Out, a ministry that 
attempts to help le come out of 
homosexuality. Eleventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals awarded Focus 


on the Family damages, citing the 
First Amendment, which expresses 
the right of both speech and 
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The British Columbia Supreme Court, Despite this being less clear north 


in an October 2001 decision, upheld 
opposite-sex marriage, saying that 
not allowing homosexuals to marry 
did violate the Charter of Rights 
but that “the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms guarantees 
the rights and freedoms set out in 
it subject only to such reasonable 
limits prescribed by law as can be 
demonstrably justified in a free and 
democratic society.” 

However, since then we have seen 
two specific decisions made in Ontario 
and Quebec that have demonstrated 
that this cannot be justified under 
the Charter, Both courts ordered the 


government to legalize homosexual — 


marriage or it would au 
come into effect. Now the challenge 
for the Canadian government is 
to determine who makes the law: 
Parliament or the courts. 


In contrast to the increasingly — 


of the border, Canada is a more 
secular country than the United 
States, and the government usually 
takes a hands-off approach in 
regards to the church. This is perhaps 
why the thought of the government 
making this type of legislation 
is so unthinkable; it threatens a 
fundamental tréed r geen 


and costumes, 


rather than squandering personal 
financial resources, we can invest 
them to gain a return. Think of the 
parable of the talents, in which the 
servant who invests wisely is given 
a much greater reward, By extension 
to creation, many of our practices 
involve simply drawing off the capital 
of creation like the prodigal son. We 
burn “non-renewable” resources in 
all of our activities. 

Remembering that basic 
economics recognizes that there is a 
finite amount of resources, it makes 
economic sense to look beyond the 
day-to-day trading of the markets for 
ways to reduce the amount of draw 
on our collective resources, which 
are part of creation. We should look 
for ways to invest them productively; 
for example, we could consume 
energy wisely through the production 
of solar panels and wind turbines, 
and then harness energy from non- 
depleting systems. Alternative energy 
research, combined with energy- 
saving technology, in part seeks to 
do just that. From LEDs in flashlights 
and traffic lights, to improved fuel 
efficiency, water heating technology, 
insulations, and thermal windows, 
research in this field is moving 
forward, but it is hindered by 
disproportionately less funding than 
conventional energy subsidies. 

These technical solutions, 
however, cannot by themselves solve 
problems of economic disparity and 


environmental degradation. There 
must be a change of heart at the 
consumer level. The three R’s, as you 
might recall, are listed in a specific 
order for a reason. We often think 
of recycling as the environmental 
action of choice, but it is third in line 
in the 3 R’s of responsibility. The first 
is reducing consumption, the second 
is re-using what you consume, and 
the third is recycling what you can 
no longer use. To be responsible 
Christians, set apart by God in the 
midst of a largely idolatrous and 
technocratic society, we must think 
judiciously about what and how 
much we consume. Do we need it? 
Why? Where did it come from? Who 
made it? How were the workers, 
whether far from or close to home, 
treated? 

The opportunities are exciting: 
to love and serve neighbours in our 
communities, to sustain them in their 
individual enterprises, to support 
local business diversity and shops that 
make our communities unique and 
enjoyable to their members, and so on. 
Proponents of community-supported 
agriculture envision a world in which 
everyone has a farmer, in addition 
to a doctor, dentist, optometrist, 
and lawyer. It would be close, local, 
and friendly. Wouldn’t you want 
to cultivate relationships with the 
people that grow your food? Make 
your furniture? Fashion your dishes? 
Sew the clothes you wear? ¢€ 4 


Opera Day Breaks Stereotypes 


Former “high art” 
becoming more 
accessible in North 
America 


BY JAMES BLOEMENDAL 


When was the first time that you 
encountered the opera? For myself 
there have been only two relatively 
small encounters. The first comes 
from Saturday morning cartoons, 
where a fat lady in a Viking helmet 
screeches notes that shatter glass, 
while Bugs bunny and Elmer Fudd 
try to kill each other. The second 
comes from Music History class, 
watching the development of opera, 
starting with the earliest Italian 
operas written by Jacopo Peri in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 
Modern opera lies somewhere in 
between. 

Members of Opera Ontario came 
out to the black box on Friday, 
October 1 to present a new vision 
of what opera is. We were blessed 
to meet David Speers, the general 
director of Opera Ontario; Loralee 
McGuirl, winner of the Christine 
Stanton Scholarship and member 
of the chorus; Sally Dibblee, a long- 
time soprano; Christabel Pinto, the 
pianist; Lisa Mayeski, the company’s 
director of development; and 
LaurelAnn Prociuk, the company’s 
manager/outreach administrator. 

Mr. Speers helped to break down 
the typical opera stereotypes of 
the fat lady standing in one place, 
singing way too high in languages 
that no one understands, Opera 
today is actually targeting a younger 
audience. To make opera more 
accessible, translations are now 
provided from foreign languages to 
English, on screens above the stage. 
To attract more people and younger 
audiences, more art forms are being 
combined and the expectations of 
quality have risen. Much of the music 
has remained the same, since this has 
always been one of the strengths of 
opera. However, the dramatic skills 
of the singers have quite improved. 
Opera singers are now expected to 
be able to act with the best, while 
achieving pristine tones through 
bouncing musical scores. The 
staging and 
sets are now 
extravagant. 
To be able 
to afford the 


expensive sets 


many opera 
companies are 
sharing with 
or renting to 
each other. 
This has also. 


allowed companies to expand their 
repertoire. All of these changes have 
helped opera to grow into a more 
accessible art form, but these changes 
are not worldwide. These changes to 
opera have taken place mainly in 
North America, where change and 
progress are required to keep people 
excited about an art form. 

Ms. Nibel took us on a tour of the 
variety of experience required to be 
involved in the opera. She started 
singing in the Canadian Opera 
Ensemble Program. This program 
gives students a chance to perform 
an opera in the afternoon before the 
professional performance at night. 
This gave many Canadians their 
first opportunity to participate in a 
full-length opera. From there, Sally 
had the chance to join professional 
operas as a member of the opera 
chorus (the choir). She slowly moved 
up the ranks from singing three 
words in a performance to being 
female lead. Her job has her moving 
around almost every month. Her 
agent sets up auditions with various 
operas, she joins different companies 
while they perform the opera for 
one month, and then she moves on. 
After sharing her life in opera she 
sang an Aria from one of Puccini's 
operas. Her voice was delicate and 
aggressive. She glided over notes 
and consonants with precision and 
direction then filled the room with 
rich vibrato. You have not heard 
singing until you have heard opera! 

Ms. Mayeski shared the 
difficulties of the financial side of 
opera. Tickets are only able to cover 
forty percent of the cost because it is 
such an extravagant art form. Most 
of the opera is paid for through 
government grants or pledges from 
individual donors. The company 
wants to keep ticket prices as low as 
possible so that everyone can enjoy 
opera at a reasonable price. 

If you want to hear more from 
Opera Ontario, I would highly 
recommend getting tickets for their 
Westernized version of Gaetano 
Donizetti's Don Pasquale. The opera 
is a comedy and will be performed 
with subtitles. The shows take place 
in Hamilton on October 16, 21, and 
23, and there is a student rush- 
seating program that can allow you 
to get in for as cheap as $15. For more 
details call 1-800-575-1381. €? 
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Kogawa, a professing Christian, addresses the struggle we 
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face of understanding our identity in a sinful world. 
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“Why do we pay attention to the 
black marks on the white page?” 
she asks. “I think one of the reasons 
I ‘made it’ (as a writer) was because 
I had no encouragement as a kid. 
Grades, reviews, (and) compliments 
throw us off the mark.” 

And yet Kogawa_ gives the 
impression that something positive 
has come of what began as a response 
to harsh criticism. During my 
interview with her, Kogawa spoke of 
how the journey into the problem of 
evil and suffering may play a bigger 
part in the new Itsuka: “The thing I 
want to write next is the journey to 
Nagasaki, with Naomi looking for 
her mother in one way or another, 
and the new book, whether it will be 
called Itsuka or Emily, can have this 
character in it that knows about that 
journey — maybe.” 

Christiani identity struggle 
within a sinful world is familiar to 
Kogawa; it is a theme to which she 
referred many times during her 
visit to Redeemer, During the class, 
she said, “One's identity needs to 
be constantly _challenged...The 
Holocaust was a@ result of a ‘stuck’ 
identity. Those stuck in the role of 
‘victim’ became the victimizers.” 
The victim/vietimizer theme and its 
affect on Christianity are prevalent in 
Kogawa’s writing. The Rain Ascends, 
for example, is about a young girl's 
struggle to come to terms with the 
fact that her ter father, a man 
she loves de is a victimizer— 
guilty of the al abuse of young 
boys. Kogawa contests that the book 
was difficult to write not only because 
of its subject matter, but also because 


she wrote it the standpoint of 
the victimizer, a position that Kogawa 
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vine and swinging through the trees 
in full abandon, Tarzan yell and all, 
may not be a bad thing —at least not 
as bad as bogging yourself down in 
misery. The last song to which group 
members listened was by Sigur Ros, 
a band from Iceland who made up 
their own language to use in their 
songs. Because the group couldn't 
understand the language, it simply 
listened to the music and discussed 
what was heard. 

This led into an 
discussion: 


interesting 


how do we discern 


music when it has no lyrics? The 
group talk more 
generally about the wider span of 
the cultural arts. How do we decide 
what is good art and what is bad? Is 
there such a thing as a creative work 
that is so bad that it’s not even worth 
thinking about? Should we risk 
leaving our comfort zone in order to 
discern something, that may not be 
so wholesome? 

The 


proceeded to 


relaxed structure of the 
meeting made it easy for attendees 
to follow others’ thoughts and 
break down ideas, while really 


thinking about the issues at hand. 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP 


It’s another Friday night, and 
you're looking for a place to hear 
some good music. What are your 
options? among the 
faithful this column, 
you may have noticed that the 
artists | promote frequently appear 
at several key venues in our city: 
Hamilton Place, Copps Coliseum, 
the Staircase Theatre, The 
Underground, and local churches. 
I'll share a few of my thoughts on 


If you're 
readers of 


these venues to help guide your 
decision-making. 

Hamilton Place is a great place 
to hear a concert: it has a pleasant 
atmosphere, good seating, and a 
clean auditorium. However, you 
must remain seated throughout the 
concert (no dancing in the aisles). 
I've recently enjoyed performances 
of Bruce Cockburn and Stompin’ 
Tom Connors at Hamilton Place. 

Copps Coliseum is Hamilton’s 
venue for “stadium” 
I've also enjoyed concerts here, 
including Eric Clapton, Rush, and 
Dire Straits, For both Hamilton 
Place and Copps Coliseum, it 
is wisest to purchase tickets in 
advance in order to secure good 
seats (they can be pricey). As 
Copps is a larger venue, you will 
want to avoid getting seats in the 
nosebleed section behind the sports 
score-display equipment (if you 


concerts. 


Cultural Engagements 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, discerning the spirits that inform every aspect of our lives. This 
column provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton area, in an invitation to each of us to engage 
responsibly in this process of cultural discernment. 


get these seats, bring binoculars). 

If you're in the mood for a more 
intimate concert, try the Staircase 
Theatre. | saw Jacob Moon and Lisa 
Winn at the Staircase last year, and 
I was impressed, The building used 
to be an old bank, and it has been 
converted to house a restaurant in 
the front and a stage area in the back 
(the vault), The venue has a pleasant 
atmosphere but has a very limited 
number of seats, so get tickets early. 
(Canada’s own folk legend Garnet 
Rogers is coming to the Staircase 
Theatre, Hamilton, in November.) 

The Underground is more of a 
typical urban rock club: very limited 
seating, with concert-goers standing 
for the entire concert. I attended a 
54.40 concert at the Underground 
two years ago. The band was very 
loud (54.40 is usually loud), and I 
had to stand for the entire concert 
(but that’s the norm for other clubs, 
such as Kool Haus in Toronto). 
However, a number of the artists 
promoted in Paste magazine appear 
at this club. At the Underground 
you have the choice of purchasing 
tickets in advance or at the door 
(where they usually cost $5 more), 

These are all located 
in the downtown Hamilton area, 
and please note that they all serve 
alcohol on the premises. I won't 
comment on local churches, except 
to note that artists including 
Steve Bell and Bob Wiseman have 


venues 


More meetings be held about 


two times every Month during 
communal meals. difference is 
that they will be hel the Executive 


Dining Room so that students will 
be able to see and hear about what 
Thresh plans to do this school year. 
Everyone is welcome to come and 
take advantage of this opportunity 
to hang out with others and discuss 
music, movies, commercials, and TV 
shows. Watch Time Out for details 
regarding future events, and plan to 
attend. I guarantee that you will not 
regret it. @ ? 


performed at local churches in the 
recent past. In all cases, rely on 
prayer and discernment and keep 
your eyes wide open! 


Upcoming concerts: 

Ron Sexsmith; October 15, 
Hamilton Place, | Hamilton: 
Canada’s own folk-rock artist is 
coming to Hamilton. Sexsmith’s 
latest CD, Retriever, includes songs 
that the artist describes as “one part 
love song, one part letter to God...” 
(“Hard Bargain’), “a simple hymn- 
like tune about forgiveness and 
seeing another point of view...” 
(“For the Driver”), and “a direct 
lyric about reassurance... “ (“I 
Know it Well”). 

Jeff Tweedy; October 9, Massey 
Hall, Toronto: His premiere alt- 
country band Wilco was featured 
on the most recent issue of Paste. 


Also remember these previously 
advertised concerts: 
Great Big Sea: October 23, 
Guelph Sports and Entertainment 
Centre; October 21, Convention 
Centre; and November 12, Massey 
Hall, with Jimmy Rankin. 
Fred Eaglesmith: October 29, 
Hamilton Place. 
The Skydiggers and _ the 
Cash Brothers; October 16, The 
Horseshoe, Toronto, © 


described as “so much harder than 
the role of victim, because the victim 
is morally superior.” 

Kogawa emphasized the need for 
Christians to accept that they are 
victimizers as well as victims, and 
she spoke of “the horrors of who 
we are” and “the Hitlers within us.” 
She described the writing of The Rain 
Ascends as “going, rushing, through 
the flames of the 
forest fire, right 
through, and 
coming to that 
safe place of ash, 
where the fire 
has been burnt 
and spent.” She 
went into further 
detail during 
the interview: 
“When the book 
was done, I was 
able to come out 
of that horrible 
burden and say 
‘this is what 
is true. I will 
not hide. I am 
Hitler’s daughter. 
You can throw stones; I’m not going 
to die from it now. I’ve gone there, to 
the death.” But Kogawa, a professed 
Christian, has not gone there alone. 
“I’m grateful that I have a faith that 
assures me that I’m not alone on that 
journey,” she confessed. “And if | 
trust anything, I trust that.” 

Trust is another idea that Kogawa 
likes to discuss, along with doubt, 
paradoxically. Doubt, for Kogawa, 
is “an essential element of faith.” It 
seems that Kogawa has hope that 
the generation of students here at 
Redeemer will hold onto both trust 


“When I was young 
I was told that doubt !ost- But | think that 
belonged with the 
devil, and if you 
doubted you were 
lost. But I think that 
without doubt you 
cannot know truth.” 
— Joy Kogawa 
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riticism and Trusting Doubt 


and doubt. During my interview 
with her, she reflected, “It’s kind of 
just amazing to me that I’ve come 
to a Christian college. It’s as if, in 
the young people, in the wide open 
faces and the eyes and so on...! just 
feel such hope, Because the Christian 
Right that’s in power right now really 
frightens me. It needs to question 
itself much more. When I was young | 
was told that doubt 
belonged with the 
devil, and if you 
doubted you were 


without doubt you 
cannot know truth. 
So I encourage 
doubt and 
encounter it and go 
through the change 
to become a person 
who measures 
the principle on 
the basis of the 
compassion.” 

At the reading 
Thursday evening, 
Kogawa read 
sections of Obasan 
and The Rain Ascends, as well as 
some poetry, including “Where 
There’s a Wall” and “Calligraphy.” 
At the end of the evening, Kogawa 
said how grateful she is for the 
opportunity to write, speak, and be 
heard. “I am so, so lucky to be able 
to be here,” she said shortly before 
she left the stage. Those present, 
however, also felt truly blessed to be 
there, to hear the voice of one who is 
not only a talented Canadian writer 
and eloquent public speaker, but also 
an honest and compassionate fellow 
believer. € ? 


Muse Introduces 
Absolution 


Rock group more 
than just a follower 
of trends 


BY SCOTT FAIRLEY 


Nothing bothers me more than 
labels placed upon bands, especially 
when they are completely inaccurate. 
As an example, consider the young 
Devon, England rock trio Muse. 
Despite two solid albums already 
behind them, they have always 
been seen as merely a Radiohead 
rip-off. Not only is that label unfair 
to the lads in Muse, but it is also 
inaccurate. Yes, singer and guitarist 
Matt Bellamy’s vocal phrasing is 
similar to that of Thom Yorke, as are 
the use of textural guitars, electronic 
touches and lush _ orchestrations. 
The loud-quiet-loud dynamic, while 
certainly not a creation of Radiohead, 
is equally present in Muse’s work. 
But the similarities end there. 

The artists of Muse have borrowed 
from their countrymen in Radiohead, 
but they have by no means simply 
added different lyrics and musicians. 
Absolution opens with “Intro,” a 
sound clip of marching soldiers, 
and segues into the seething and 
cynical “Apocalypse Please,” which 
finds Bellamy begging for divine 
intervention in this broken world. 
“Time is Running Out” is a powerful 
rock single marked by fuzzed-out 
guitars, the stellar use of keyboards, 
and an impressive performance 
by drummer Dominic Howard. 
The ballad “Sing for Absolution” 
highlights Bellamy’s ability to 
create haunting and beautiful guitar 
passages, which helps bring out 
the vocal melody. The fifth track, 
“Stockholm Syndrome,” offers a 
complete change of Y 
pace. Bellamy claims 
it was inspired by 
the likes of System 
of a Down, and 
it shows. From 
its speed-metal 
inspired opening 
guitar lick to the 
crushing power 
chords of the chorus, 
it simply shatters 
any assumption that 
Muse are simply 
followers of a trend. 

“Falling = Away 
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with You” is another softer song, 
in stark contrast to the pounding 
metal of “Stockholm Syndrome.” 
“Interlude” appears to be simply a 
40-second track of white noise, but 
it is followed by the hard-hitting rock 
anthem “Hysteria,” which establishes 
bassist Chris Wolstenholme and 
drummer Dominic Howard as one 
of the best rhythm sections in rock. 
“Blackout” is a lush strings-based 
ballad with Matt Bellamy’s dissonant 
guitar riffs rounding out the mix, 
while “Butterflies and Hurricanes” 
is a keyboard-based number with 
a stunning classical piano solo 
performed by Bellamy. “The Small 
Print” and “Thoughts of a Dying 
Atheist” serve as sharp, focused 
hard-rockers and are followed by 
“Endlessly,” which offers a dark and 
creepy journey through the mind of 
an obsessed lover, much like The 
Police accomplished with “Every 
Breath You Take.” Album closer 
“Ruled by Secrecy” sticks with the 
same format as the latter half of the 
album, with dark keyboard-based 
atmospherics and Matt Bellamy’s 
nebulous lyrics and classical piano 
skills taking the spotlight. 

However, Absolution does have its 
weak moments. The songs presented 
here are either great or passable. 
While there are no bad songs, some 
of the songs—especially the softer 
ones—are a hit or a miss. While 
“Stockholm Syndrome,” “Hysteria,” 
“Butterflies and Hurricanes,” and 
“Apocalypse Please” are superb, cuts 
like “Falling Away With You” left 
me wanting more, especially after 
the adrenaline-soaked “Hysteria.” 
“Interlude” does little to help the 
flow of the record, especially since it 
does not segue into another song like 
“Intro” does. These nitpicks aside, 
Absolution is a stellar album that is 
well worth a serious listen. € ? 
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Students place well 
and look ahead to 
future challenges 


BY JAKOB VAN DORP 


At Dundas Valley Conservation 
Area, eighty-one runners from 
eight Ontario colleges participated 
in Redeemer’s first ever OCAA 
Invitational Cross-Country Race on 
September 25. 

The women’s five kilometre event 
and men’s eight kilometre event 
looped the perimeter of the Ancaster 
Community Centre property before 
descending into the valley, allowing 
the runners to sample some of the 
extensive trail network. An arduous 
twisting climb out of the valley 
reduced many runners to a near- 
walking pace, but another loop of 
the valley allowed runners time to 
recover. 

“We wanted it to be a challenging 
course, in part because the rest of 
the season we've got some pretty 
tough courses at Fleming, Windsor, 
and Cambrian. I also anticipate the 
guys in Calgary (the site of CCAA 
Nationals 2004) to throw some pretty 
tough trails our way, in addition to 
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the altitude,” said Jakob Van Dorp, 
the course designer. After much 
contemplation, Steven Veldkamp 
agreed: “It was a nasty course, but it 
will be really good for training.” 

Several Redeemer _ students 
volunteered their time at the event 
as race marshals, cheering for the 
runners and directing them through 
intersections along the trails. 

Redeemer’s team fared well at 
the event, with the women’s team 
finishing third overall. Individually, 
Elissa Wildeboer was third with a 
time of 29:30, Carrie Van Dorp was 
seventh at 31:44, Rachel Rauwerda 
came in thirteenth at 33:24, and 
Deanna Geertsma crossed the line at 
34:14 for eighteenth place. 

The men’s team finished fifth, 
with Jakob Van Dorp placing third 
at 30:33, Joseph Groeneveld came 
in at seventh at 32:41, Sam Overduin 
placed twenty-first at 37:16, and 
Steven Veldkamp finished fortieth at 
42:55. Detailed results are available 
at ww, chiptimeresults.com. 

The team, which is open 
to anyone in the Redeemer 
Community interested in running, 
trains Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays at 5:00pm, and Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 4:30pm. For more 
information, contact Jakob Van Dorp 


at jvandor@redeemer.on.ca. ¢ * 
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The cross-country team after a successful meet on home turf (left to right): Steven Veldkamp, Jakob Van 
Dorp, Carrie Van Dorp, Joe Groeneveld, Elissa Wildeboer, Deanna Geertsma, and Rachel Rauwerda (missing 
from picture: Sam Overduin). Representing Redeemer at another meet this past Saturday, October 2, in 
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STATISTICS: 
MEN’S SOCCER 


feeague Play [013] 0, 


Injuries: Eric Windhorst, Joel 
Bydevaate, Alex Nuttal, Mark 
Nyman, Jeremy Vanderwier and 
Caell Huyer have all missed games or 
time due to injury. 


Septembers Stand-Out Players: 
Jon Vanderheiden, Jon Prins, Jared 
Mosterd, Matt Byl, Tim Bentum, and 
Darren Sinke 


Important Upcoming Games: The 
men need two of the three upcoming 
away games to be wins in oder to 
make the playoffs. 


STATISTICS: 
WOMEN’S SOCCER 


ale Bae A: 
Tournament Play Sf Laks 


Injuries: The women’s Team 
suffered through non-soccer 
related injuries early in the month; 
particularly critical was the injury to 
the rookie goalie during volleyball 
tryouts, 


September's Stand-out Players: 
Heather Buitenhuis, Kara Vis, Renee 
Grootenboer, Melissa Verroen, Julie 
Zantingh, Rachel deGroot, Sue 
vanDaalen, and Kassandra Sauder 


Important Upcoming Games: 
Three key away games and a home 
ys 
game against Conestoga 


ssa Wildeboer finished fourth in their respective races. 


Lockout: The NHL's 


Armageddon 


Gary Bettman has 
made a mess of a 
once-great game 


BY MARCEL VANDER WIER 


A wise man once said, “We must 
learn to live together as brothers, 
or perish together as fools.” If only 
Gary Bettman read a little bit more 
of Martin Luther King Jr. and less of 
the Idiot’s Guide to Hockey. Perhaps 
then our country’s national pastime 
would not be in such dire straits. 

NHL hockey used to be the 
greatest game on earth. One man 
changed all that. Since taking over 
in February 1993, Gary Bettman’s 
tenure as NHL commissioner has 
been ridden with gratuitous idiocy. 
With him in charge, the league has 
seen two player lockouts by owners, 
one player strike, one referee strike, 
the hasty expansion into unstable 
American markets, and the 
of two Canadian teams. Average 
salaries have ballooned from 
$463,000 to $1.86 million. 

Worse yet, Bettman even had 
the gall to alter the on-ice product, 
making several rule changes that 


loss 


have led to _ obstruction-filled, 
slow-paced hockey games. With 
outrageous ticket prices and 


fans losing interest in hockey’s 
entertainment value, this lockout 
could prove to be the end of not only 
Gary Bettman, but also the NHL. 
The main crisis that has halted 
CBA negotiations between Bettman 


and the NHLPA has been the 
Commissioner’s insistence on 
a salary cap. Bettman, whose 


atrocious negotiating skills were 
evident in creating 1994's agreement, 
is now trying to solve all the league's 
financial problems by curbing player 
salaries. What he does not realize is 
that the league's current financial 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


1) Constantly brag about how 
your team is undefeated (0-0-0 is 
still undefeated), 

2) Think about what you would 
do with 1.8 million dollars (the 
average NHL player salary). 

3) Learn how to spell the roster 
for the Russian Junior Team (and 
give yourself bonus points for 
pronouncing them correctly). 

4) Play NHL 2005 (that way the 
Leafs have a chance to win the 
Cup). 

5) Randomly start chanting “Go 
Leafs Go” in your classes (replace 


Ten Things to do During the NHL Lockout 


woes are self-inflicted. 

According to league reports, 20 
NHL teams lost a collective US$224 
million last season alone. Bettman 
is blaming the ballooned player 
salaries—the same _ salaries that 
have been set by owners themselves. 
Imagine your employer raising 
your 200% on your 
performance and then, years later, 
asking you to take a drastic pay cut. 
It’s inconceivable! Bettman’s idea of 
a salary cap is one that rewards poor 
businessmen and enables even the 
weakest NHL teams to financially 
break even. 

But it is not worth cancelling the 
2004/2005 season. True hockey fans 
can see that the NHL market was 
actually righting itself; owners are no 
longer doling out massive contracts 
to star players. The free-spending 
New York Rangers learned restraint 
the hard way as they watched the 
low-budget Calgary Flames skate 
into the Stanley Cup Finals. But 
owners were beginning to learn the 
art of good management, though 
apparently not quickly enough for 
Bettman. 

As former assistant to the NBA‘s 
commissioner David Stern, he must 
realize that, by implementing a 
lockout, he will lose an incredible 
portion of his current NHL fan 
base, especially south of the border. 
Whatever strides he has taken in 
marketing the NHL in America will 
be for naught. Perhaps the best thing 
he could do for the game is step 
down. 

It is a perilous time for NHL fans. 
Don Cherry sees the lockout as the 
NHL's Armageddon. He is not alone. 
Over 170 NHL players have made 
the trek to Europe to play in various 
leagues. It is time for Gary Bettman 
and the NHLPA’s Bob Goodenow to 
put aside personal grudges and learn 
to live as brothers. The future of 
an 87-year-old professional hockey 
league hangs in the balance. € , 
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“Leafs” with Sens, ‘Nucks, Flames, 
or any other team, as you see fit). 

6)  Hip-check unsuspecting 
people in the hallways. Canucks 
fans can punch and tackle from 
behind if they wish. 

7) Take players’ names and make 
anagrams (e.g. Tie Domi becomes 
“Me idiot”). 

8) Support your Redeemer 
hockey team (remember: they're 
playing the game for free). 

9) Do schoolwork (yeah, right). 

10) Read the Bible from cover 
to cover (you'll be able to read it 
twice before they reach a labour 
agreement). € * 


Children’s literature 
not always the best 
model for kids 


BY TIM DYKSTRA 


I am sure that many of you have 
been in those kinds of chats where 
you reminisce about shows and 
toys from your childhood. I have 
had many conversations about 
Darkwing Duck, about ridiculous 
games accompanied by videos and, 
about the Choose Your 
Own Adventure books. 

For those who may not know 
about these Choose Your Own 
Adventure books or perhaps need 
a refresher, I will give a quick 
rundown of the idea behind these 
books. Essentially they were, as the 
title of the series suggests, a way to 
choose your own adventure within 
the format of a story. After about 
a page-and-a-half intro to your 
character (who is, of course, meant 
to be the reader) and the broad 
base of a story, you are confronted 
with a choice. If you go with the 
first option, you turn to page A, 
and if you choose the second, you 
turn to page B. Upon turning the 
page, you read some more about 
the continuing escapades of your 
character, and then you are often 
thrust into yet another choice. And 
so on. 


of course, 


Now this sounds all well and 
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good. However, as people who are 
familiar with this particular series 
of books know well, you will find 
that you are not so much choosing, 
an adventure, but rather you are 
choosing how long it will take you 
to die, 

In all the Choose Your Own 
Adventure books I read, I only 
walked away with one happy 
ending. And it really wasn’t all 
that happy at all; it was just the 
only time I didn’t walk away from 
the book with my character either 
dead or injured, enough to have 
my adventure cut short by the same 
unfortunate circumstances to which 
I had become accustomed. 

This is life lesson number one: 
adventure is much too dangerous. 
Do not be adventurous; you will 
end up injured or dead. If you 
don’t make choices in your life, you 
will be much better off. Just stay at 
home, 

So after reading through several 
books (and perhaps several times 
through the same book, attempting 
to make different choices) and 
realizing that a happy ending 
was not likely, all of my decisions 
suddenly became major decisions. 
They would prove life or death, 
depending on the decision. The 
other problem was that many 
choices did not even have any sort 
of happy ending at all. Some parts 
of the book looked something like 
this: 

You come to a fork in the road. To 
go left, turn to page 43, To go right, 


. You stumble into a pit full of 
E END. 

: You see some mercenary 
poachers clubbing baby seals. They 
notice you noticing them, There is 
some vaamle: isantness. You die. THE 
END. 

This is life lesson number two: 
even simple decisions, like what 
to wear in the morning, can result 
in untimely death. Make each of 
your decisions as though it were 
your last, because it very likely will 
be. In faet, it may not matter what 
you nome If you want to take out 
money from the bank, there may 
be a robbery that will involve you 
in a fatal shootout, or perhaps the 
alternate debit card purchase you 
choose may electrocute you. And 
thus, game over. 

As kids | remember that we 
would often keep our pages so that 
we could go back if a particular 
decision Wasn't entirely great. Now 
this was not always easy since, when 
reading it normally, you would 
have to hop from the beginning to 
the end and to the middle. I would 
have my fingers in as many pages as 
I could, out of order, with my hands 
all twisted up, just so if a decision 
led me into a bad situation (such as 
death) I Ould simply search back 
to where the decision was made 
and go another direction—one that 
wouldn’t end in dismemberment or 
being ie to death. 


(C) 2003 Collegiate Presswire Features Syndicate 


wt OZZTLE 


ACROSS 

1. Neck scarf 

6.__ Angeles 

9, Common Sense author 
14. Frighten 

15. Amplifier 

16. Rubber capital of the world 
17. One who eases 

18. __ in the pod 

19. Covered with frost 
20. Loathsome 

22. Gather 

23, Lamprey 

24. Metrical foot 

26. Send back 

30. Left in a hurry 

34. Picture 

35. Mile runner 

36. Professional 

37. Hereditary unit 

38. Time Machine author 
39, Asian country 

40. Wrath 

41, Rouse 

42. Analyze grammatically 
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43. Learning disorder 
45.___ tape parade 
46. Toy on a string 
47, __ leg 

48. Civil Rights org. 
51. Mentor 

57. Gang aft __ 

58. Beer 

59. Avoid by cleverness 
60. Started 

61. Soda 

62. Tiny candy 

63. Lines of junction 
64, Adam’ girl 

65; drick Of 2a 


DOWN 

. At sea 

. Strikebreaker 

. Currency 

. Cream-filled cookie 
Earthly 

. Collar extension 

. Portent 

. Relating to space 

9. British singer Norrie 
10, Hands on hips 

11, _. Vep 

12. Negative response 
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13, Outcomes 

21. Communist 

25. Department store 

26, Stiff 

27. Nail filing board 

28. Roman spirits of dead 
29. Get older 

30, Pancho 

31. Incandescent particle 
32. Irregularly notched 
33. Device for asthmatics 
35, Improve 

38. Covered with wax 
39. Used in shellac 

41, Opens again 

42. Color 

44, Public lecture hall 
45. Golf device 

47. Annapolis freshman 
48. Seizes 

49. Biblical fugitive 

50, Seaweed 

52. Musician Basoski 

53. Not under 

54, Triple dog __ 

55. Old Norse poems 

56. For fear that 


SOLUTION ON PAGE 7 


And, thus, life lesson number 
three: your decisions don’t 
ultimately matter; you can always 
flip back or just start over. 

So, as you can see, itis a good thing 
I have not imitated these things that 
I learned in my childhood in my 
real life. They say everything you 
need to know you learn in grade 


identical twins?” 


NOTABLE QUOTABLES 


“Being an R.A is just like having six 
girlfriends... except... they’re guys.” 
— Mikey Arce 


“What better witness is there than a 
bucknaked witness?” 


.. That line had better not find its way into 


The Crown.” 
— Dr. Doug Loney 


“So you can’t have a boy and a girl as 
— Charis Byl, totally serious 


“Do the Greeks say ‘It’s all English to me’?” 
— Jodi Brink 


“You can’t have heard that. It was said in the 
boy’s bathroom.” 
“Oh, that comment.” 


- Nathan Martin 
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school, but it certainly is fortunate 
that I don’t live by the book. But 
I guess that isn’t what children’s 
literature is meant to do; it really 
isn’t supposed to be a guide for life. 
I guess it is amazing how different 
things can appear when you look 
back at them with your mature (or 
cynical) eyes, isn’t it? «> 


x 
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— Rob Joustra 


- Melissa Kuipers 


Violent Video Games 
Actually Benefit Teens 


Gaming leads 
to stronger 
relationships, 
vocabulary and 
mathematical ability 


BY AMY BINDER 


For years, cynics have been 
pointing at video games as the 
main reason for violence among 
children and teens. I, however, beg 
to differ. Blowing things up is good 
for teens! 

Recently, I had the joy of listening 
to a group of guys “bond” together 
over a game of Goldeneye. They 
started out as a group, devised a 
strategy, and covered one another's 
back. They warned one another 
before blowing up stuff, alerted 
one another to upcoming traps, and 
reminded one another that, yes, a 
grenade could destroy a landmine. 
To those gloomy psychoanalysts, 
I say: Ha! For years, I’ve been 
scoffing at your theories, and now 
I have incontestable proof that you 
are wrong! Video games, especially 
the kind where you kill people and 
blow up stuff, are actually good for 
developing minds. 

I never played video games 
when | was a kid. Instead, I did 
completely useless, homemaker- 
wannabe things like making mud 
pies and force-feeding dolls. As a 
result, my hand-eye coordination is, 
well, nonexistent, Not so for these 
guys. They win thumb wars, they 
can snatch flying objects from the 
air, and I’m sure that they’ve never 
had problems putting on their eye 
contacts. 

Playing video games is also 
good for your vocabulary, In a 
recent attempt to play Goldeneye, I 
asked the experts with whom I was 

playing how to “pick up that gun 
thingy.” The experts rolled their 


eyes and let loose a stream of A- 
X-forward-forward-B-A-B-B-back, 
which I think had something to do 
with the Skittle-like buttons on the — 
controller. In contrast, a seasoned 
gamer wouldn't have needed to 
ask how to pick up a gun, would 
have understood the commands 
that went right over my head, and 
would have put the Klobb right 
into his arsenal. And then he would 
have blown something up with it. 

Video games also make you good 
at mathematical stuff. Whenever I 
studied (or rather, tried to study) 
geometry, I could never imagine the 
objects in my mind, and I definitely 
couldn’t make images turn around 
so that I could see the other side. 
People who play video games are 
much better at this kind of thing, 
no doubt. When your character 
walks into a room, you better know 
what the other corners look like. 
Otherwise, you could meet your 
very splattery doom. 

Perhaps the best thing about 
video games is that not all of them 
are violent or bloody. There are ones 
that teach practical life skills. Mario 
Kart, for example, teaches you how 
to drive. I, for one, had to discard 
all the useless information that had 
been pumped into me by drivers’ 
education classes. It turns out that 
if something shiny and colourful 
appears in your way, you're 
supposed to blast through it to get 
points and projectiles, which can be 
used to stall your rivals. | finished 
my first game in last place witha - 
negative score (because of the hand- 
eye coordination problem), which 
I've been told is actually quite 
impossible. So there’s another good 
thing: video games instill a belief » 
miracles. 

In light of all these — 
aspects, I really don’t unde 
why some people are so core 
against video games. In fact, 
I've dediden to ae ot eee buy a 


